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Name of community: 
Fort Worth/North Texas/Tarrant County/TX 
 
Are you applying for Safe Communities accreditation for the first time?: 
No. Our community is a currently accredited Safe Community and is applying for 
reaccreditation. 
 
If you are applying for reaccreditation, has there been a change in coalition 
leadership since the previous accreditation?: 
Yes 
 
In your last 5 years of accreditation, what have been your coalition's biggest 
achievements? : 
Fort Worth Safe Communities currently represents approximately 130 people from 81 
organizations from Fort Worth or Tarrant County, Texas. Growth of collaborations and 
expansion of multi-sector partners vital to injury prevention and safety in the City of Fort 
Worth, and Tarrant County have the catalyst for many of our biggest achievements. 
 
Coalition and Task force transformations and greatest achievements: 
1) Child Injury Taskforce, present at initial accreditation in 2013, has since dissolved 
and laid ground for following new community resources: 
• The Fort Worth Drowning Prevention Coalition, Inc. a 501c3 organization whose 
mission is to prevent fatal and non-fatal drownings in the Fort Worth area and beyond.  
• The Center for Prevention of Child Maltreatment led by Cook Children’s, a center 
focused on innovative ways to address child maltreatment including child abuse and a 
wide range of behaviors and related unacceptable risk factors. 
 
2) Domestic Violence Task Force, present at initial accreditation in 2013, has since 
dissolved and laid ground for following new community resource: 
• Tarrant County Adult Fatality Review Team for Intimate Partner Violence – 
oversight through our Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney 
 
3) Elder Abuse Prevention Task Force, the only task force not present until after 
initial accreditation, began in July 2013. Greatest community achievements include:  
• Participation with original research and publications on DETECT (Detection of 
Elder Abuse through Emergency Care Technicians) as funded to partners through the 
Department of Justice. 
• Provide letters of support and testimony for state legislation, HB 959. 
• New resource: Tarrant County Elder Abuse Fatality Review Team – oversight 
through our Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney 
• New resource: Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney created a new Elder 



Abuse Financial Fraud Unit 
• New resource: The Financial Exploitation Prevention Center was created for 
Tarrant County and is housed in within Guardianship Services, Inc. to address financial 
fraud and exploitation. 
• 3-4 presentations provided annually on the task force and its work. 
• Impact: Rates for in-home alleged abuse/neglect intakes per 1000 persons aged 
65 and older in Fort Worth increased from 29.2 per 1000 in 2013 (start of elder abuse 
task force) to 34.36 per 1000 in 2015. An increase in reported was desired due to 
research nationally demonstrating lack of reporting. 
 
4) Falls Prevention Task Force, an original task force preceding initial accreditation. 
Community accomplishments achieved include: 
• Participation with two Administration for Community Living (ACL) grants for Falls 
Prevention within 5 years. Most recent was granted in 2017 providing programing to an 
anticipated 3,327 A Matter of Balance (AMOB) participants and 2,496 graduates within 
3 years.  
• Education provided to current and student healthcare providers on assessing risk 
for the falls and the fear of falling. (Example, 48 physical therapy students trained as 
AMOB coaches in early 2017.)   
• New resource: Home Assessments for Falls Risk/Prevention through Fort Worth 
Fire Department (FWFD); 14 Faith Community Nurses from 10 different congregations 
trained on home assessments and risk of falls.  
• Prescription Pad created for the dissemination to leverage community resources: 
Medication Review, Home Assessment, AMOB class registration information through 
the Area Agency on Aging. 
• Support new regional resource: North Central Texas Trauma Regional Advisory 
Council’s Falls Prevention Coalition.  
• 3-4 presentations given annually on the task force and its work. 
• Impact: Rates of 9-1-1 calls to the FWFD for falls with injury among adults 60+ 
years of age in Fort Worth decreased 12 percent from initial accreditation in 2012 
(728.5/100K) to reaccreditation (2015 – 641.5/100K), as measured by data from FWFD, 
calls with ‘Fall as cause of injury.’ 
 
5) Drug Overdose and Poisoning Prevention Task Force, an original task force 
preceding initial accreditation. Community accomplishments achieved include: 
• Participation with partners for grants received through SAMHSA Opioid 
Reduction and Recovery Initiative and SAMHSA funding for medication take back 
education and kiosks. 
• Host 2-3 annual community education events for prescribers and consumers. 
• New resource: Meddropbox.org, new website to provide information to the public 
on drug/medication misuse, safe storage and disposal options in Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County, Texas. 
• New resource: Available permanent kiosk locations (ten sites) for safe disposal of 
expired and unneeded medications in the City of Fort Worth to positively impact 
environmental, health and safety factors. 
• Impact: Increase the availability of permanent kiosk locations for safe disposal of 



expired and unneeded medications for year-around safe disposal from zero kiosks to 
ten sites in the City of Fort Worth. Total pounds collected annually are more than double 
the volume collected through only take back events, prior to kiosks. 
  
6) Disaster Preparedness Task Force, an original task force preceding initial 
accreditation. Community accomplishments achieved include: 
• Host 2-3 annual community education events for preparedness annually. 
• Active shooter training events in 2016 included at total of 651 participants. 
• New resource: new presentation offered for continuation of active shooter 
training, ‘Situational Awareness and Decision Making’  
• Impact:  In 2016 (baseline), 63% of disaster preparedness event attendees 
self-reported a known emergency action plan in place at their workplace. This number 
rose to 77% in 2017, as measured by surveys at Task Force Workshops. 
 
7) Road Safety Task Force, formerly two separate task forces at initial accreditation 
(bike safety and motor vehicle). Community accomplishments achieved include: 
• In 2016, 67 participants attended task force hosted driver education programs for 
Our Driving Concern and Reality Education for Drivers.  
• In 2017, host community forum for development of a city-wide campaign on 
share the road basics.  
• Impact: pending campaign in development with community partners. 
 
In the last 5 years, what have been your coalition's biggest challenges and how 
have you worked to overcome them?: 
• Transitions in leadership within the Coalition and among coalition partners was a 
challenge that we overcame with program evaluation and time to foster new 
relationships and partnerships. 
• Transitions in leadership and alignment among the Safe Communities national 
and international structures lent to confusion among our coalition members, advisory 
board and engaged community leaders since the World Health Organization was on our 
initial accreditation. Changes in structure to the program (submission criteria, new 
materials, etc.) allowed for conversations to occur to support the larger Networks and 
also ensure that our coalition, Fort Worth Safe Communities, was on track.  
• Transportation limitations make the reach of programming to residents and 
inclusion of partners a challenge due to the size of the city of Fort Worth compounded 
by a tremendous growth in population.  We have overcome this challenge by offering 
programs and meetings at various venues, times and audiences.  
• Many metrics are captured at the county level and not at the city level by partner 
agencies. This is an ongoing dilemma of which we recognize. The Coalition has 
collected metrics as possible by city level or even down to zip code, however on 
occasion we still use county data. 
• The Coalition is not an independent entity, thus funding of projects can be a 
challenge. Partners are volunteers from multiple sectors with common interests and 
goals through their respective task force foci. Funding challenges are often overcome 
through multiple partners combining resources (financial or otherwise) and seeking low 
or no cost solutions to leverage efforts. 



 
How has accreditation helped your community?: 
•       Accreditation allows for like-organizations to collaborate through a neutral yet 
effective front. Collaborations have formed between partners of the coalition across 
multiple sectors through engagement with the Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition. 
•       Collaborations formed or strengthened through Fort Worth Safe Communities 
have resulted in the leveraging of resources for injury prevention and safety initiatives. 
Resources have include jointly-funded project materials (co-sponsorships), collective 
messaging for increased visibility (use of same materials or hash tags) and support 
(marketing team access, endorsement letters, etc.) to pursue grant funding.  
•        Accreditation has allowed our community to connect with other communities 
engaged with grass roots efforts through the Safe Community America Network and the 
Pan Pacific Network to learn the successes and opportunities from other 
evidence-based approaches for injury prevention and safety. 
•        Accreditation has allowed a platform for the City of Fort Worth to partake in 
additional globally recognized initiatives and accreditations that crossover in focus, such 
as Age-Friendly Communities and the Blue Zones Project. 
 
Has the community submitted a Letter of Intent and the required application fee 
for Safe Communities accreditation?: 
Yes 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 1: CONTACT INFORMATION: 
List the two key contacts Safe Communities America staff and reviewers will work with 
during the 
application process. Contacts should be leaders within the coalition who have been 
involved with the 
coalition development and can include the coalition chair or a representative from the 
lead agency. 
 
 

 
 
Contact 1: Name : 
Amanda Robbins 
 
Contact 1: Organization: 
Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth 
 
Contact 1: Title: 
Program Director, Fort Worth Emergency Services Collaborative 
 
Contact 1: Email: 



amandarobbins@texashealth.org 
 
Contact 1: Phone: 
817-250-4876 
 
Contact 1: Mailing Address: 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, Fort Worth, TX  76104 
 
Contact 2: Name: 
Andrew Crim 
 
Contact 2: Organization : 
University of North Texas Health Science Center 
 
Contact 2:  Title: 
Executive Director of Professional and Continuing Education 
 
Contact 2: Email: 
Andrew.Crim@unthsc.edu 
 
Contact 2: Phone: 
817-735-2644 
 
Contact 2: Mailing Address: 
3500 Camp Bowie Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX  76107 
 
SECTION 2: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION: 
n/a 
 
Describe your community’s history and what makes your community unique.: 
Where the West Begins. From an Army outpost established in 1849 overlooking the 
Trinity River, Fort Worth today is the 16th largest city in the United States, the 5th 
largest in Texas. The county seat of Tarrant County, Fort Worth is located 30 miles west 
of Dallas. Fort Worth residents take great pride in its small-town charm and sense of 
community despite tremendous growth.  
 
Cost of Living. Fort Worth is a very affordable place to live; the overall Cost of Living 
Index is 97.4, 14% below the national average. The housing cost index is 86.2, and the 
grocery cost index is 93.9.1 (1 Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, accessed online at 
http://www.fortworthecodev.com/fort-worth-overview/facts-figures/quality-of-life on 
9-20-2017) 
 
Population. The United States Census Bureau estimates a population of more than 
854,000 Fort Worth residents for 2017.  Fort Worth is increasingly diverse with a 
“minority majority” population.  
 



Geographic Location and Size. The Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington metropolitan statistical 
area (MSA) is the largest population center in Texas and is located in north-central 
Texas. Fort Worth anchors the western half of the MSA, and is located in the Cross 
Timbers region, which is the region in between the more heavily forested eastern 
regions and the Great Plains. Fort Worth’s city limits span 351 square miles to include 
urban, suburban, and rural characteristics at elevations ranging from 500 to 800 feet 
above sea level. The climate is temperate with mild spring and fall weather, warm 
summers and cool winters.1 (1 Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, accessed online at 
http://www.fortworthecodev.com/fort-worth-overview/facts-figures/geography-climate/ on 
9-20-2017.) 
 
Type of Government. The City of Fort Worth has a council-city manager style of 
government.  
City Council appoints a professional City Manager to administer and coordinate 
municipal operations and programs along with a city secretary, city attorney, city 
auditor, municipal court judges and citizens who serve on city boards and commissions. 
Council members are elected from the district in which they reside, with the exception of 
the mayor who is elected at large. The mayor is the official head of the city's 
government, is a voting member of the Council, presides over council meetings, and 
represents Fort Worth on ceremonial occasions. The mayor may respond to citizen 
concerns by appointing special committees to address particular issues. Council 
members and the mayor are elected for two years terms, after which they must step 
down or run for re-election. In the absence of the mayor, the mayor pro tem presides. 
Duties of the council include setting the tax rate, approving the budget, planning for 
capital improvements, adopting all city ordinances, and approving major land 
transactions, purchases and contracts.  
The City Manager as appointed by City Council, and the City Manager’s Office is made 
up of non-political employees to oversee city operations and processes while acting as 
a clearinghouse for information both requested by and submitted to City Council.  
 
Business and Education. Home to Fortune 500 Company, AMR/American Airlines, and 
a number of international corporations, Fort Worth’s economic base is well diversified, 
with major sectors including defense contracting, health care, finance, 
telecommunications, energy production, tourism, and services. Some of our major 
employers include AMR/American Airlines, Lockheed Martin, Fort Worth Independent 
School District, Texas Health Resources, Naval Air Station/Fort Worth Joint Reserve 
Base, City of Fort Worth, John Peter Smith Health Network, Cook Children’s Health 
Care System, Tarrant County College, Alcon Laboratories, Bell Helicopter Textron, 
BNSF Railway, Tarrant County Government, GM Financial and JPMorgan Chase.  
 
Fort Worth is home to five major colleges and universities, including two private 
universities with a combined enrollment of over 12,000 students (Texas Christian 
University and Texas Wesleyan University), a health science center with a college of 
osteopathic medicine, schools of public health and health professions, and a graduate 
school of biomedical sciences (University of North Texas Health Science Center), a 
six-campus community college with enrollment of over 50,000 students (Tarrant County 



College), and a seminary (Southwestern Theological Seminary). The TCU and 
UNTHSC School of Medicine, the first MD school of medicine in Fort Worth, is set to 
open fall of 2019. 
 
Cowboys, Culture, and Unique Attributes. Fort Worth celebrates its western heritage 
with several year-round attractions anchored in the Stockyards National Historic District.  
 
To honor the cattle industry upon which Fort Worth was built, a longhorn head sculpture 
was placed in the Stockyards National Historic District's Livestock Exchange Building in 
1909. Folklore holds that the sculpture is called Molly, and her vantage point gave her a 
view of all the activity in town. When rumors were repeated without naming a source, 
Molly was invoked as the culprit. Molly is now the official mascot of Fort Worth and has 
a place in the City's logo, on many local businesses and organizations.2 
 
Fort Worth’s Cultural District, one of the world’s largest arts districts, features five 
internationally-recognized museums, each acclaimed for their architecture, collections, 
and programs, and home to the quadrennial Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition. Fort Worth has been named one of the most livable large cities in the 
United States, as well as a great place to visit.  
 
Fort Worth’s path was created by pioneers not willing to accept the status quo as 
exemplified through the legend and spirit of Fort Worth’s panther.  
 
In October 1873, the United States suffered a financial setback when the nation’s 
financial markets crashed. Railroad construction stopped across the country. At the 
time, this vital ingredient for Fort Worth’s growth ended just west of Dallas. An 1875 
article published in the Dallas Herald reported that Fort Worth was such a drowsy little 
town, a panther could be seen sleeping in the street by the courthouse. Within a year, 
Fort Worth’s growth began to flourish with the extension of the railroad. The city 
enthusiastically embraced the nickname Panther City, and since then its path has never 
been the same. From the Paschal Panthers to the Fort Worth Cats to the sleeping 
symbol by the courthouse, the panther is a source of great pride for Fort Worth. 2 
(2 Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau, accessed online at www.fortworth.com on 
9-23-2017.) 
 
Why is your community seeking Safe Communities accreditation?: 
The City of Fort Worth is seeking its first reaccreditation as a Safe Community to 
continue its commitment to long-term, sustainable programs to prevent violence and 
injuries.  The programs initiated by Fort Worth Safe Communities encompass all ages, 
genders, environments, and situations, and include preparing our citizens for 
emergencies and disasters. 
Prior to our first accreditation, safety promotion and injury prevention efforts in Fort 
Worth were historically organized around specific injuries or target populations. In 2013, 
the City of Fort Worth achieved its first Safe Community accreditation through Safe 
Communities America and the World Health Organization. The Safe Communities 
model provided existing injury prevention and safety initiatives in Fort Worth with the 



vehicle needed to become familiar with one another, leverage one another’s efforts, and 
expand into new injury prevention foci.  
Recognition of efforts to prioritize safety and injury prevention through collaboration 
engages citizens, and is attractive to the continued growth of our City.  Existing 
resources in our community have flourished through renewed partnerships and by 
joining efforts towards common goals without unnecessary duplication. Businesses 
relocating or starting up in our region are interested in the health well-being of their 
employees and families.  Fort Worth’s status as a Safe Community strengthens that 
link between economic development and safety in our community thus making Fort 
Worth an asset and economically sound part of the equation. 
 
As we move forward as a Safe Community, our next phase will focus on sustainability, 
and evaluating our initiatives to support the original and continued mission of the Fort 
Worth Safe Communities Coalition. We continue to be ‘committed to building a safe 
community through motivation and mobilization of people working together in prevention 
of violence and injury.’ Our vision remains for Fort Worth to be a safe city in which to 
grow, live, work and play.  This can only be accomplished by engaging our citizens and 
coalition partners in safety through our established guiding principles:  
• Injuries are preventable 
• Simple safety measures can save lives. 
• Local priorities are determined by local data. 
• Safety measures should be based on scientific evidence supporting what works most 
effectively. 
• A collaborative approach results in a more effective and comprehensive strategy 
• Ongoing evaluation helps to verify whether strategies are working or need to be 
modified to meet local needs. 
 
Who in your community (person/agency) is taking the lead in organizing this 
effort? Why?: 
The Safe Communities accreditation for the City of Fort Worth is led through the Fort 
Worth Safe Communities Coalition as designated by City Council and supported by our 
Mayor Betsy Price.  
 
As prominent and long-standing entities within the Fort Worth community, both Texas 
Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth (THFW) and the University of North Texas 
Health Science Center (UNTHSC) target their mission statements around health and 
community, thus making their stake in the Safe Communities model a natural fit and 
qualifying them to serve as lead organizations for the organization of the Fort Worth’s 
Safe Community coalition. 
 
Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort Worth is a flagship hospital for the Texas Health 
Resources system and has served as a vital part of the Fort Worth community since 
1930. THFW serves the City of Fort Worth and surrounding communities through their 
mission ‘to improve the health of the people in the communities we serve.’ As one of 
three adult trauma facilities in the City of Fort Worth and the only level-two trauma 
facility, THFW is uniquely positioned to provide data, staff and expertise towards top 



injury prevention efforts applicable in Fort Worth.  
Work for the Coalition is primarily organized through the Fort Worth Emergency 
Services Collaborative (FWESC) department at THFW. FWESC was developed from 
the generosity of the Amon G. Carter Foundation in Fort Worth.  The FWESC mission 
is ‘to enhance communication and connectivity between all disciplines, organizations, 
and individuals that touch emergency services, so as to improve patient care outcomes 
while establishing evidence based objective metrics.’ Fort Worth Safe Communities 
Coalition is one of several programs which fulfills the FWESC vision ‘to facilitate the 
creation of a comprehensive, coordinated and community focused Emergency Services 
system that maximally integrates all its components by fostering the collaboration of 
clinical processes, education, and evidence based research.’  
As a co-leading partner for the Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition, the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC) assists to organize work for the 
Coalition. UNTHSC’s history in Fort Worth reaches back to 1966.  Among the 
resources on its campus, UNTHSC includes a college of osteopathic medicine, schools 
of public health, multiple health professions, and a graduate school of biomedical 
sciences. The UNTHSC is present in all areas of Safe Communities to fulfill their 
mission to ‘create solutions for a healthier community.’  
Community connectivity and purpose support both entities to continue with their 
leadership roles in the Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition. 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 3: CRITERIA TO BE A SAFE COMMUNITY: 
Demonstrate how your community meets the following four criteria for Safe 
Communities America accreditation: Sustained Collaboration; Data Collection and 
Application; Effective Strategies to Address Injury; and Evaluation Methods. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Criteria 1: Sustained Collaboration: 
An infrastructure based on partnerships and collaboration representing a cross-section 
of community leaders and organizations committed to improving community safety. 
 
 

 
 
Official coalition name: : 
Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition 
 
Date coalition formed:: 



11/16/2011 
 
Mission statement: Include a mission statement for the coalition. : 
Committed to building a safe community through motivation and mobilization of people 
working together in prevention of violence and injury. 
 
Communications tactics: 
Fort Worth Safe Communities (FWSCC) uses a variety methods for communication. All 
conference call or in-person meetings are communicated through email. Minutes from 
meetings are sent to the respective task force usually within 48 hours for follow-up by 
participants. Coalition partners with our Advisory Board or with any of our five task 
forces receive monthly updates in the form of a snapshot. These snapshots are sent 
electronically to detail upcoming events, important information, reach through social 
media, growth of the coalition and specific task force projects and outcomes. This is 
also the preferred method used to provide an overview of current work to community 
leaders. In addition to the monthly snapshot and meeting minutes, Fort Worth Safe 
Communities has a website at www.fwscc.org , and maintains a social media presence 
on Facebook @fwscc and Twitter @FwSafe.  
The work of FWSCC is shared beyond our borders both locally and beyond. Press 
releases and posting of events through Eventbrite.com has been used to engage the 
community. Presentations at local public events or meetings through our task forces 
generally begin with an introduction about FWSCC and a brief overview of our Coalition 
and current projects. Communications with Safe Communities America Network (SCAN) 
and the Pan Pacific Safe Communities Network occur through teleconference calls, 
group emails, social media and participation at the annual SCAN meetings. 
 
Describe ongoing participation in national and international Safe Communities 
Networks. : 
The Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition (FWSCC) shares their work with the Safe 
Communities America Network (SCAN) and the Pan Pacific Safe Communities Network 
through participation with teleconference calls, group emails, tagging SCAN through 
social media and participation with the annual SCAN meetings. FWSCC is very 
interested to continue the support of efforts for aligning Safe Community metrics to 
further demonstrate impact on injury prevention, safety and collaboration through the 
Safe Communities model and support new communities to become Safe Communities. 
 
Describe how you share the Safe Communities model and your coalition's work 
with external audiences.: 
Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition shares the Safe Community model at the start 
of nearly all presentations hosted by our task forces. Presentations often begin with the 
introduction of ‘what is a safe community’, followed by Fort Worth’s history to achieve 
initial accreditation and briefly highlighting all of our current areas for impact before 
delving into specific topics. Venues of presentations have ranged from informal 
community education sessions to new or continued partnerships, other community 
coalition meetings and Board of Trustees/ advisory councils which impact our 
community locally and regionally. 



 
 

 
 
Criteria 2: Data Collection and Application : 
What does the local data indicate about injuries in the community? How is the coalition 
applying the data to set goals? Include the most recent data available. 
 
 

 
 
Data sources: 
Tarrant County Medical Examiner, MedStar Mobile Healthcare, Cook Children’s Health 
Care System, Tarrant County Public Health, Texas Center for Health Statistics, Texas 
Department of State Health Services , John Peter Smith Health Network, Texas Health 
Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics, SafeHaven, and Texas Department of Family 
Protective Services 
 
How has data been used to prioritize the coalition's strategies? : 
Generally, each task force first determines what their priorities are based on data, and 
then determines whether or not there are existing programs in the community already 
seeking to impact the priority areas.  The task forces do not wish to needlessly 
duplicate existing initiatives, but instead seek to identify programs and initiatives that will 
fill gaps in injury prevention efforts.  Next, the task force identifies what can be done 
that will leverage any other initiatives already in place, and also form new connections 
between existing community partners.   
At the Coalition’s leadership level, the Co-chairs and Administrative Assistant work 
alongside Task Force chairs to present injury prevention data to the Advisory Board. 
Members of the Advisory Board provide recommendations and guidance towards 
additional resources, help plan the next steps to take, present community-focused 
information or clarifications needed, and occasionally serve as liaisons for individual 
task forces to assist with the prioritization and planning of initiatives. 
For injury prevention initiatives in our community that are not currently led by the 
Coalition, an evaluation of resources being used in our community to address those 
needs is performed and brought back to the Advisory Board. One such example of this 
would be the dissolution of our Child Injury Task Force. This task force was dissolved as 
a primary focus for the Coalition since it is already a well-organized and impactful effort 
of other community coalitions such as the Safe Kids Tarrant County Coalition and the 
Fort Worth Drowning Prevention Coalition. 
 
How will data be used to monitor injury trends and success of implemented 
programs? : 
Task Force chairs and their task group collect ongoing data sets to monitor injury trends 
to determine if rate and/or risk for injury are increasing, decreasing or remaining static. 
This data includes the most current injury reports accessible to each task force, (for 



example, annual number of calls for falls with injury to the fire department by zip code), 
along with data on the number of completed initiatives or interventions and their 
reported impact in relation to specific injuries. 
 
The impact of implemented interventions and programs is measured based on 
utilization by the intended audience and coalition partners and its end result. When a 
positive outcome is not anticipated or occurs unexpectedly, the task force re-evaluates 
for potential gaps; this may result in a need for an alternative or modified intervention. 
 
How will data be used to determine future injury prevention strategies? : 
Data is used to evaluate current injury prevention strategies and determine if their 
impact on injury is as intended. A task force may determine the need to replicate a 
service if found successful (such as offering additional evidence-based interventional 
classes), eliminate interventions deemed less impactful, or seek new opportunities to 
engage with the community through new evidence-based programs depending on the 
success of current strategies.  
Future injury prevention strategies are selected based on data evaluation and are often 
times necessary to garner backing from local organizations or community stakeholders 
and to justify a need for grant funding to support strategies. 
 
Based on your data and/or coalition priorities, identify at least three injury areas 
your coalition is addressing.  : 
Traffic safety 
Falls 
Substance use/misuse 
Violence 
Emergency preparedness 
 
 

 
 
Criteria 3: Effective Strategies to Address Injuries: 
Coalition-supported initiatives should be promising or evidence-based and address the 
injury priorities listed above.  Strategies should include current projects or projects in 
the planning stages. At least three coalition-supported projects must be included in the 
application. 
 
A list of evidence-based strategies (not exhaustive) can be <a 
href="http://www.nsc.org/learn/NSC-Initiatives/Pages/safe-communities-coalition-resour
ces.aspx"target="_blank"> found here</a>.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Criteria 4: Evaluation Methods: 
Describe how each project is being measured and evaluated. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 4: Community Inventory of Safety and Injury Initiatives: 
Conduct a community-wide audit and document all the injury-related programs, policies, 
and practices available in your community.  
 
* Note: Many local health departments may have completed a Community Needs 
Assessment. Consider working with these organizations in putting a comprehensive 
inventory for Safe Communities America accreditation. 
 
 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
n/a 
 
Are there any additional stories you would like share about your work in 
becoming a safe community?  : 
The Fort Worth Safe Communities is a platform for growth and convening of new 
resources to positively impact our community. This strength is seen in our city's growth 
as well as the vast number of partnered agencies from and within Tarrant County.  
In 2017, we look forward to the opportunity to continue with current projects, reassess 
and realign priorities to suit our community and partners. We have two recently received 
grant opportunities for evidenced- based falls programs and Naloxone use among first 
responders to address the local and national opioid epidemic. Opportunities for 
collaboration remain plentiful in the City of Fort Worth and Tarrant County to positively 
impact injury prevention and safety within our community to support the Safe 
Community model. 
 





Member Name Member Organization Type of Organization Member Role

(Business/Private sector; Community member/Individual; Government; 
Health/Hospital; Nonprofit;Police/Fire/EMS; School, (K‐12); University/College)

(Steering committee, task group, other)

1 Melodia Gutierrez AARP Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Wes Crocheron AARP ‐ Fraud & Abuse Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Katrina Wall Adult Protective Services Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Lisa Scruggs Adult Protective Services Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder

2 Kristen Camareno Bike Sharing FW Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road
Brandy O’Quinn Blue Zones/Health Ways Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road
Brenda Patton Blue Zones/Health Ways Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road
Karen Cone Brookdale Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder/Falls
Traci Jordan Bicycles Inc. Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road
Francine Speer Catholic Charoties Fort Worth Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

4 Cynthia Velazquez Challenge of Tarrant County Nonprofit Advisory Board/Task Force Chair Drug OD/Member ‐ Drug OD

Jennifer Gilley Challenge of Tarrant County Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
John Haenes Challenge of Tarrant County Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Rosalyn Hubbard Child Protective Services Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD

5 Terri Palomino Cigna/TAGS Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
6 Mike Lugo City of Fort Worth Police/Fire/EMS Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
6 Catherine Huckaby City of Fort Worth Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Road
6 Chandra Muruhanandaam City of Fort Worth Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Road
6 Packyen Wilson City of Fort Worth Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Road
7 Ricky Addington City of Fort Worth ‐ Fire Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Falls
7 Sherri Hauch City of Fort Worth ‐ Fire Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Falls
7 Starrett Keele City of Fort Worth ‐ Fire Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Falls
7 Chastity Roberts City of Fort Worth ‐ Police Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
7 Mike Kuzenka City of Fort Worth ‐ Police Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
8 Debbie Branch City of Fort Worth ‐ Code Compliance Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
8 Soria Adibi City of Fort Worth ‐ Code Compliance Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
9 Melony Ebel City of Fort Worth ‐ Police Department Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Ann Zadeh City of Fort Worth ‐ City Council Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road

10 Hilda Zuniga City of Fort Worth ‐ Water Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
10 Joao Pimentel City of Fort Worth ‐ Water Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
11 James Intia City of Keller Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD

Loretta Widmann Community Hospice of Texas Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Parrish Horton Community Hospice of Texas Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Amanda Applon Commissioner Brooks outreach Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD, Falls

12 Nick Stanley Congresswoman Kay Granger's office Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
13 Dana Walraven Cook Childrens ‐ Safe Kids Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD, Road

Sharon Evans Cook Childrens Health/Hospital Advisory Board Member
Terri Ford Cook Childrens Health/Hospital Advisory Board Member

13 Tim Fancher Cook Childrens Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Andrew Szabo Credentials4U Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Dale Smith Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant CounGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Dawn Ferguson Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant CounGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder

All listed members agree to the goals of the coalition and to play a role in the coalition, steering
committee or task group.

COALITION MEMBER LIST TEMPLATE



Sharen Wilson Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant CounGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Jordan Rolfe Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant CounGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Lori Varnell Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant CounGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder

14 Helen Dulac Dallas City Hall Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Adrianna Jackson DFPS Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Regina Burks DFPS Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Mark Baerd Family Sleep Diagnostics Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road

15 Noah Drew FitWorth Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road
15 Betty Harvey Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce Business/Private sector Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

Amanda Robbins Fort Worth Emergency Services CollaboraHealth/Hospital Co‐Chair/Task Force Member/Advisory Board Member‐ All
18 Corbin Santana Fort Worth Emergency Services CollaboraHealth/Hospital Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ All
18 Terence McCarthy Fort Worth Emergency Services CollaboraHealth/Hospital Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ All, FWESC Medical Director

Justin Cox Fort Worth Office of Emergency ManagemGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Keith Wells Fort Worth Office of Emergency ManagemGovernment (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

19 Lyn Scott Guardianship Services Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder
19 Elvira Munoz Guardianship Services Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder

Patty Poma Guardianship Services Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder
19 Marnie Stites Guardianship Services Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder
21 Barbara Lentz Health South Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Falls
21 Lisa Roberson Health South HEB Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Falls
23 Ronnie Rencher Hillwood  Business/Private sector Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
24 Gopal Pillai JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
24 Mary Ann Contreras JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Road
24 Trista Ritchey JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
24 J.J. Jones JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

Amanda English JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Advisory Board Member
24 Annabel Luna JPS Health Network Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
25 Shnease Webb Lena Pope Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
26 Geoffrey Finley Lockheed Martin Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
26 Steve Wheeler Lockheed Martin Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
27 Steven Cook Meals On Wheels Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
28 Jason Quick Medical City Alliance Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

Richard Brooks MedStar Mobile Healthcare Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD, Falls, Elder, Road
29 Matt Zavadsky MedStar Mobile Healthcare Police/Fire/EMS Advisory Board Member/Task Force Chair Road/Member ‐ Road

28 Chris Cunningham MedStar Mobile Healthcare Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Doug Hooten MedStar Mobile Healthcare Police/Fire/EMS Advisory Board Member

29 Shaun Curtis MedStar Mobile Healthcare Police/Fire/EMS Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Cathy Stout MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Courtney Morrison MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

30 Greg Padron MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Rebekah Montgomery MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Marisa Flores MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Sheila Holbrook‐White MHMR Tarrant Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD

31 Cassidy Campbell North Central TX Council of Govt Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road
31 Daniel Snyder North Central TX Council of Govt Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road
31 Gabriel Ortiz North Central TX Council of Govt Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road
31 Sandra Barba North Central TX Council of Govt Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road
31 Shawn Conrad North Central TX Council of Govt Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Road

Lisa Robinson NSC Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Road
32 Kristen O'Hare Red Cross Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster



32 Mark Lipman Red Cross Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
Susan Young State Sen. Kelly Hancock, Dis Director Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder
Jerry Mosman Sixty & Better Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls

33 Christina Bartha Sixty & Better Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Tina Dawson Sixty & Better Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Gerrit Spieker Sixty & Better Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls

34 Stacey Pierce Streams and Valleys Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Road
35 Dave Laurenzo Synergy Homecare DFW Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
36 William Wessel Tarrant County Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
38 David Jefferson Tarrant County Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
37 Kathryn Rotter Tarrant County Judge Whitley outreach Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls

Darlene Rhodes Tarrant County Public Health Dept. Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Falls
39 Catherine Colquitt Tarrant County Public Health Dept. Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
39 Cynthia Franklin Tarrant County Public Health Dept. Government (city council, mayor's office, health department, coroner) Task Force Member ‐ Falls
40 Sharon Canclini TCU University/College Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

Gina Alexander TCU University/College Advisory Board/Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Karen Telschow Telschow Johnson Law PLLC Business/Private sector Task Force Member ‐ Elder

41 Christy Thomas Texas A&M/Teens in the Driver's Seat University/College Task Force Member ‐ Road
Amy Govea Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Denise Doneghy Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Kim McFarland Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls, Disaster, Road
Kimberlin Moore Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ All
Lynn Wade Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Falls

42 Amber Fogelman Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ All
42 Christy Daae Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Road

Debbie Krauser Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Advisory Board Member
42 Sue Carlino Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Disaster

Kaye Nichols Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Elder
John Geesbreght Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort WorthHealth/Hospital Advisory Board Member, FWESC Founder

43 Richard Garnett TX Silver Hair Legislature Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
44 Don Smith United Way Tarrant/AAA Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls

Beth Noah United Way Tarrant/ADRC Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls
Jamie Harwell United Way Tarrant/ADRC Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Elder, Falls

45 Alex Cisneros United Way Tarrant County Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Falls
Vicki Mize United Way Tarrant County Nonprofit Advisory Board 
Kristen Reuter UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Falls
Ashlee Britting UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Falls
Kathlene Camp UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Falls
Leslie Casey UNTHSC University/College Advisory Board Member
Sarah Ross UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐Falls
Lawrence Cohen UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
Nicoleta Bugnariu UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Falls
Andrew Crim UNTHSC University/College Co‐Chair/Advisory Board Member
Jennifer Severance UNTHSC University/College Advisory Board Member/Task Force Chair Falls/Member ‐ Falls, Elder

Pam McFadden UNTHSC University/College Advisory Board Member
John Farris UNTHSC University/College Advisory Board Member/Task Force Chair Elder/Member ‐ Falls, Elder

Brad Cannell UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Elder
46 Kelly Zarwell UNTHSC University/College Task Force Member ‐ Disaster
47 Kerri Kaufmann Walgreens Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD



47 Michael Landson Walgreens Health/Hospital Task Force Member ‐ Drug OD
47 Kevin McKinnon YMCAFW Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Falls
47 Lindsi Smith YMCAFW Nonprofit Task Force Member ‐ Falls 
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95



Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition - Organizational Chart, Rev. 11/2017 

Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition 
(FWSCC)

FWSCC Advisory Board (see Coalition List)

Co-Chairs: Amanda Robbins, Director, Fort Worth Emergency Services Collaborative

Andrew Crim, Executive Director, INCEDO, UNT Health Science Center

Administrative Assistant: Corbin Santana, Fort Worth Emergency Services Collaborative 

Disaster Preparedness 
Task Force

Host: Randy Westerman, 
Public Education Coordinator, 

Office of Emergency Management, 
Fort Worth Fire Department

Drug Overdose & 
Poisoning Prevention

Task Force
Chair: Cynthia Velazquez, 

Program Director,
Stay on Track Coalition, 

Challenge of Tarrant County

Elder Abuse
Task Force

Chair: John Farris, 
Paramedic – CP-C, 

Program Manager INCEDO, 
UNT Health Science Center

Falls Prevention
Task Force

Chair: Dr. Jennifer Severance
Assistant Professor, Program 

Administrative Director, WE HAIL-
GWEP, Director of Research and 
Education Programs, Center for 

Geriatrics, Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, UNT Health 

Science Center

Road Safety
Task Force

Chair: Matt Zavadsky,
MS-HAS, NREMT, 

Chief Strategic Integration Officer, 
MedStar Mobile Healthcare





 

 

Office of the President 
 
 
September 13, 2017 
 
Ms. Carrie Nie 
Safe Communities of America 
1121 Spring Lake Drive 
Itasca, Illinois 60143 
 
Dear Ms. Nie, 
 
UNT Health Science Center has served as the academic home for Fort Worth Safe 
Communities since its accreditation in 2013. The organization is successful at assembling 
stakeholders, leading efforts to reduce injuries and save lives in Fort Worth. The interest in 
Fort Worth Safe Communities Coalition (FWSCC) continues to grow. I am pleased to support 
its reaccreditation as a Safe Community through Safe Communities America and the Pan 
Pacific Safe Communities Network. 
 
The UNT Health Science Center is a 2,300-student graduate university housed on a 33-acre 
campus located in Fort Worth, Texas’ Cultural District. The university includes the Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medicine, the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, the School of 
Public Health, the College of Pharmacy and the School of Health Professions, which includes 
the departments of Physician Assistant Studies and Physical Therapy. In 2019, and in 
collaboration with Texas Christian University, we are welcoming the first class to the Fort 
Worth Medical School, an allopathic medical school dedicated to research and developing 
the physician of the future. UNT Health Science Center is one of the nation’s premier graduate 
academic medical centers. 
 
UNT Health Science Center is dedicated to its values, which include a responsibility to serve 
others first. FWSCC helps us meet this promise by devoting the time and effort necessary to 
improve the safety of Fort Worth for its residents. Our mission is to “Create solutions for a 
healthier community.” FWSCC supports us in this mission as a solution for a healthy and safer 
city. 
  
On behalf of UNT Health Science Center, I support efforts that put health and safety at the 
forefront, and Fort Worth Safe Communities’ reaccreditation as a Safe Community will. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Michael R. Williams 
President  
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, June 09, 2017 
 

Attendance 
UNTHSC: Ashlee Britting (meeting lead) 
60 and Better: Gerrit Spieker 
TCPH: Cynthia Franklin 
Judge Whitley’s Office: Kathryn Rotter 
Synergy DFW: Dave Laurenzo 
UW/AAA: Jamie Harwell 
ADRC: Beth Noah 
 

THFW: Kimberlin Moore (FWESC liaison)  
JPS: Annabel Luna 
MedStar: John Farris 
FWPD: Mike Kuzenka 
Meals On Wheels: Steven Cook 
YMCA Wellness Center: Kevin McKinnon 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 
Welcome and 
Introductions 

Ashlee welcomed the members and started the meeting on 
time; heavy rain delayed some members.  There was a quick 
introduction with members that were present.  

 

May  Minutes Sent via email. Reviewed, no questions.   
Status of 
Projects 

Tracking Task Force Activity 
 FWFD falls and falls with injuries calls – no report 

provided. Amanda with updates next month. 

 Falls prevention activities and programs – A class 

schedule was provided for AMOB. A lot of classes start 
this week – new participants must attend by the 
second class to be in those new cohorts. 
Open enrollment for 1st or 2nd class only. For THR 
classes they must register. THR has direct line to 
register. Other partners don’t require this but they 
need to call TCPH to check class availability.  Kimberlin 
will be scheduling 1 more class for 2017 through 
THFW.  
 

 Tarrant Cares website review – Ashlee asked members 
if anyone has had a chance to look at the site. She states 
it’s a great resource, but the links are outdated, there 
are old PDF files, and there aren’t local resources. 
Ashlee looked at links, recommends ensuring links are 
updated. For example there is a San Diego resource. We 
are making strides for updates. Encouraged attendees 
to visit site and provide updates as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashlee provided recommendations for 
the Tarrant Cares on behalf of Falls 
Prevention Task Force. FEEDBACK from 
Task Force is requested. 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

Fort Worth Fire Department Home Safety Assessments 
 FWFD: One assessment completed for the month of 

May 2017. 
 FCN status of mission team formation: 

o Amanda R. will be attending THR FCN 
meetings on June 20th. 

o Mike K. has a meeting scheduled at Broadway 
Baptist. Amanda R. and Annabel L. will attend.  

o Ashlee begun working with her congregation; 
they are working on a pilot and will hold 
quarterly education.  

o Amanda R. has meeting at Brookdale with 
Karen Cone to set up fall room at their 
facilities.   

 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, June 14th 
 WEAAD flyer is in the packet. Annabel L: The event is 

scheduled for June 14th 11a -1p. 
 John F. states they are excited to bring a shred truck for 

awareness on shred scams.  He spoke with Mayor Price 
on last Wednesday about the Certificate of Recognition 
from the City of Fort Worth. It will be a fun event, small 
but impactful. Held at East Regional Library.  AARP will 
try to go over phone scams and there will be experts on 
those subjects. Elder Financial Fraud unit will be there 
on hand to answer questions. John F. met with them 
recently, very unique in how they will be effective.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 NICHE presentation 
Fear of Falling presentation will be held at Rutledge Auditorium 
at THFW.  There will be a mental health focus. Speakers are 
currently being finalized and information will be passed on 
soon. 
 
Fall Prevention Awareness Day 

 On 9/22 is fall prevention awareness day. The link is:  
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-
prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/ 

 Question posed to Task Force: What are current plans 
(so far) for Falls Prevention Awareness Day in our 
community? None are final at this time.  

o AARP is interested for Age Friendly FW. 
o Kathryn suggested we could do a proclamation 

in commissioner’s court. She would be happy 
to assist. 

o Broadcast from commissioners court and have 
falls room set up at Courthouse 

 Task Force can come up with additional ideas. 2016 
ideas were listed on the website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL – review Falls Prevention 
Awareness Day website for ideas in 
Sept. 

https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

 Would this be an avenue to talk about real life fall 
rooms in homes?  Having “real life” pictures of homes 
that have examples of problems seen during visits. A 
presentation can be used for awareness.  

 Discussion of media connections for this day re: 
television, business press, possible article to include 
fall prevention tips.  

Round Table  KR: SSE update – 2500+ attendees over 170 exhibitors, very 
successful event! Will keep the same layout for next year. Team 
will resume in August to begin planning 2018 event.  Last year 
over 2400 attended. We kept a lot of people there with 
momentum from various workshops.  People stayed for most of 
the day within the exhibit hall. 
 
Annabel/Kimberlin attended NCTTRAC workshop which was 
held at the RAC office, 600 Six Flags Drive. The committee will 
be working beyond Tarrant County. It is a new initiative. They 
discussed the mission of the falls prevention committee. They 
want to collaborate with many entities. NCTTRAC sent out a 
needs assessment form to be filled out by committee.  
 
Denton FD is offering SAIL stay active and independent for 
life…which is a strength, balance and fitness program for 65+. 
For their lift calls, after third time, there must be an 
intervention. They don’t refuse services but want to be 
proactive and work with family.  
 
Per Steven C. Meals on Wheels clients can’t get out to facilities 
to attend falls prevention. Is there any hope that they can get 
out to clients in the home? Need training for case workers (CW) 
going into the homes. The CW’s need assistance to assess needs 
in the home R/T falls. There are 12 that need training.  Annabel 
L said there are prescription cards available. KR asked if we do 
a workshop at Meals on Wheels during the week of 9/22…offer 
CEU’s? Any education that is relevant to their client base would 
be helpful. 
 
AAA- no updates at this time. 
 
TCPH – AMOB training coming up at TCPH. They have added 
new staff that need training at Baylor, Grapevine and THR need 
training. We are looking at dates for early August/Sept and 
classes most likely will be at TCPH. 
 
Beth brought the ADRC resource guide “Need Help but don’t 
know who to call?” Putting the 1-page review for elders as a 
single resource. John said there has been some confusion. 
Unfortunately it is not updated frequently. It is a great resource. 
It should be updated yearly. Many phone numbers are 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annabel will send NCTTRAC needs 
assessment form for the Falls Task 
Force to complete  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashlee will followup with MOW for 
scheduling in the fall with Case Workers 
r/t falls prevention and home safety 
assessments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beth to provide new ADRC resource 
guide. 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

automated with prompts that need to be followed which can be 
difficult for some. The state is moving toward toll free numbers, 
but we need local numbers. Maybe they could revise the 
document? A whole new set can be created with whatever 
numbers you want to add as a task force. New resource has 
basic information from utility assistance to housing…it’s in the 
works and coming soon. The group is eager to see the 
document.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 0926. 
 

Next meeting July 14, 2017 @ 8:30 a.m.                                    
Marion Center Conference Room B 

Suzy will send minutes and meeting 
notice. 
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, August 11, 2017 
 

Attendance 
UNTHSC: Jennifer Severance (Chair), Ashlee Britting, Kathlene 
Camp 
FWESC: Amanda Robbins, Corbin Santana 
60 and Better: Gerrit Spieker, Christina Bartha 
TCPH: Cynthia Franklin 
Judge Whitley’s Office: Kathryn Rotter 
 

JPS: Annabel Luna 
MedStar: Chris Cunningham 
HealthSouth HEB: Lisa Roberson 
AAA/UWTC: Don Smith 
ADRC: Beth Noah 
TSHL: Richard Garnett 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 
Welcome and 
Introductions 

Jennifer welcomed task force and roundtable 
introductions were conducted. 

Informational 
 

July Minutes Sent via email. Reviewed, no questions.  Informational 
 

Status Updates Tracking Task Force Activity 
 FWFD falls and falls with injuries calls/maps –  

Maps provided by FWFD are for falls with injury. 
Recidivism has not been removed from the maps. 
Overlays of maps desired based on economics and 
types of living facilities are still desired. 
 
Do we target marketing of resources to facilities? 
-Mandy Forbus at TH Alliance voiced some 
interest to impact the northern regions of FW. 
 
Next Steps:  
Pilot: breaking down by zip codes with the 
highest per battalion. Focus on faith 
communities in those zip codes along with 
living facilities. Also focus on increase of Falls 
Assessments through the FD while 
highlighting a zip code. 

 
 Falls prevention activities and programs –  

TCPH provided the August calendar that was sent 
out to the Task Force already. There are expected 
to be 8 classes of AMOB in Sept.  
 
UWTC announced ACL grant awarding of $600K 
over 3 years. Plan is to use the 16 counties in the 
DFW region to emphasize fall efforts. The ‘No 
Falls’ partnership included 12 partners, (including 

 
Amanda/Chris to follow-up on 
availability of MedStar data for falls. 
 
 
Amanda to pull notes together for Chris. 
Print out mapping for data usage to 
present to group as it becomes available.  
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

Sixty & Better, AAAs/UWTC, THR, JPS, Brookdale 
and others.) Evaluation will be done through 
Texas A&M. Project aims include geomapping, 
reaching Spanish and Vietnamese primary 
speakers and continuing to tie MCOs for 
reimbursement of AMOB participants.  
 

 Falls Prevention web-based resource: Tarrant 

Cares website review – Thank you Ashlee for 

taking the helm on recommendations on behalf of 

Falls Prevention Task Force.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashlee to reach out to Rita S with 
revisions 

Fort Worth Fire Department Home Safety Assessments 
Total volume of Home Assessments are extremely low. 
Efforts in the past have included rack cards, engagement 
with FD/MedStar and student interns to look at 
participation, and continued involvement through FWFD 
at AMOB classes. Gap exists to use this Assessment as a 
gateway to provide resources for equipment; entice the 
person to have the assessment. 
 
Consider using GIS maps to push these through a pilot 
focus battalion. 
 

Possible to tie in Home Health Agencies to increase 
attraction of resources in our community. 
 

 FCN/Faith Community Focus: 
 

o University Christian Church has requested 
education to a class from 10AM – 11AM in 
August on 8/27. Amanda and Annabel are 
following up with site preparation and 
may request further participation from 
available task force members.  
  

 
 
 
Cynthia will provide the sign up 
information to have a home assessment 
that is provided at AMOB classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashlee/ Kathlene to follow up to find 
out if there is a national home health 
group to communicate with.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda/ Annabel to follow-up with 
University Christian Church 
 

Fall Prevention Awareness Day – Subcommittee Updates 
 
2017 theme, ’10 Years Standing Together to Prevent 
Falls.’  
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-
prevention-awareness-day/  

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE – Amanda/Corbin will 
reach out to schedule a meeting for 
coordination of 9/19 event and 11/10 
event. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

Activities by subcommittee the FWSCC Fall Prevention 
Task Force into a few components included: 
 

1. Gather the following for our Task Force Partners: 
Specifics about activities, lectures, # AMOB 
trainers trained, # AMOB participants and # 
AMOB courses in the month of September. 
Deadline of September 1st 
 
These will be used at the Proclamation event on 
9/19 and also in reporting to TFPC for NCOA 
activities in Texas. 
 

2. Falls Prevention Awareness Day,  recognized 9/19 
Tues 9/19* FWSCC and Partners to seek 
Proclamation through Tarrant County 
Commissioners’ Court. Court begins at 
10AM. Will use the room beside the 
Courtroom to host a Faulty Room and 
provide information on the various 
activities that are occurring in the Month 
of September and beyond for Falls 
Prevention. This room would be open 
starting at 9 AM (8AM for set up) for 
visitation by the Court and community. 
We plan to advertise for The Falls 
Prevention Fair on November 10th. 
This would be a great start for a series 
on Falls in the Star Telegram. Have 
hard copies to list of activities for the 
Commissioners in advance.  
 

3. FWSCC Falls Prevention Fair – November 10th 
Veteran’s Day observation? 
Timeframe:                        10AM to 1PM  
Location:                            Resource Connection Gym 
& Magnolia Room 
 
Thank you to Darlene for confirmation of the date. 
Plans to highlight various Fall Risk screenings: 
Hearing, Osteoporosis, Neuropathy, Glucose, 
Vision, STEADI risk assessment, Home safety 
overview/FAULTY room, BP and orthostatic BP, 
Medication reviews, highlight community 
programs such as AMOB, etc. Possible speaker 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL – submit to Amanda/ 
Corbin known classes, 
activities, events related to 
Falls Prevention for 
cataloguing BY SEPT 1st!  

 
 
 
 

ALL – Mark your calendars!  
9/19/17 
8AM (set up) 
9AM meet the Court 
10AM Court starts/ 
Proclamation   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christina to follow-up with Operations, 
etc. at Sixty and Better to see about the 
audience and coordination.  
 
 
Ashlee is continuing to follow-up for 
student assistance through the 
universities in pharmacy, therapy and 
nursing. 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

 
Target Audience: older adults and caretakers, 
potential field trip for Sixty and Better centers.  
They would need space for congregate meals.  

 
 NCTTRAC –Falls Coalition 

Next NCTTRAC MEETING will be sent out. It is located at 
600 Six Flags Drive, Suite 160, Arlington, Texas 76011. 
 
The committee will be working beyond Fort 
Worth/Tarrant County. They want to collaborate with 
many entities.  NCTTRAC sent out a needs assessment 
form to be filled out by committee. 
 

 
Amanda to send NCTTRAC meeting 
date 
 
 

Upcoming 
Events  

August 23rd, UNTHSC Grand Rounds, Reynolds 
Foundation’s Visiting Geriatrics Scholar on Elder Abuse 
The Task Force is invited to a Meet and Greet with the 
Speaker from 10:45 AM to 11:45 AM before the 
rounds. To attend the Meet and Greet, please RSVP 
through Jennifer.Severance@unthsc.edu at UNTHSC.
  
August 29th, 4th Annual Affordable Housing Seminar. 
Registration is by email or phone. Flyer provided. 
 
September 19th, Fall Prevention Awareness 
Proclamation to Tarrant County Commissioner’s court. 
This will begin with a pre-court event at 9 AM. Court at 
10AM. Subcommittee will convene. 
 
September 20th, 2nd Annual Geriatric Symposium:  
Mental Health and the Older Adult. Flyer provided. 
Registration online at: 
https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx  
 
September 21st, Tarrant Area Hoarding Taskforce 
Conference. Register for FREE through Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-
taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-
hoarding-tickets-35442438287  
   
September 22nd, Fall Prevention Awareness Day 

All flyers provided will be available 
with meeting mins. 
 
 
 
ALL – RSVP to Jennifer as able to attend 
the Meet and Greet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jennifer.Severance@unthsc.edu
https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

November 10th, Falls Safety Fair at Resource 
Connection. Subcommittee will convene. 
 

Next meeting Meeting Schedule  
September 8, 2017 @ 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Marion Center Conference Rooms 

Corbin will send minutes and 
meeting notice. 
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, September 9, 2017 
 

Attendance 
UNTHSC: Jennifer Severance (Chair), Ashlee Britting, Kathlene 
Camp, John Farris 
FWESC: Amanda Robbins, Corbin Santana 
60 and Better: Gerrit Spieker, Christina Bartha 
TCPH: Darlene Rhodes 

JPS: Annabel Luna 
MedStar: Richard Brooks 
AAA/UWTC: Don Smith 
ADRC: Beth Noah 
TSHL: Richard Garnett 
THR/THFW: Kimberlin Moore, Kim McFarland 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 
Welcome and 
Introductions 

Jennifer welcomed task force and roundtable 
introductions were conducted. 

Informational 
 

Review August 
Minutes 

Sent via email. Reviewed, no questions.  Informational 
 

Status Updates Tracking Task Force Activity 
 FWFD falls and falls with injuries calls/maps –  

Maps provided by FWFD are for falls with injury. 
1 home assessment done. Recidivism has not been 
removed from the maps. Overlays of maps desired 
based on economics and types of living facilities 
are still desired.  
 
Next Steps:  
Pilot: breaking down by zip codes with the 
highest per battalion. Focus on faith 
communities in those zip codes along with 
living facilities. Also focus on increase of Falls 
Assessments through the FD while 
highlighting a zip code. MedStar to possibly look 
into recording the probable causes of falls and 
pull data as well. 

 
 THR Corporate, A&M and Tarrant County Public 

Health have been working on a Falls GeoMapping 
Task Force for positioning classes. This is new.  
 

 Falls prevention activities and programs –  
TCPH provided the September calendar that was 
sent out to the Task Force already. There are 
expected to be 8 classes of AMOB in Sept.  
 

 Falls Free funding, $600k ACL grant – Took the 
top 3 performing areas which were the Dallas 

 
Amanda R. – follow-up on recidivism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard B. – follow-up on data 
availability/ reports from MedStar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don S.  – report back on 
needs/integration as Task Force 
mobilizes. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

area, North Central Texas area and Tarrant 
County area, 3rd, 2nd and 1st respectively. More pay 
is awarded for classes in languages other than 
English (Spanish, Vietnamese and Urdu currently 
being pursued). Projection of 2500 over 5 years.  
 

 Brookdale has offered to host more classes. 
Currently co-hosting classes with THR and 
collecting data.  
 

 Falls Prevention web-based resource: Tarrant 

Cares website review – Thank you Ashlee for 

taking the helm and getting this updated and 

running.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All: please go to Tarrantcares.org – 
review under Falls Prevention. 
Recommendations can be submitted via 
the Feedback link. 
 

Fort Worth Fire Department Home Safety Assessments 
Total volume of Home Assessments are still low. Efforts in 
the past have included rack cards, engagement with 
FD/MedStar and student interns to look at participation, 
and continued involvement through FWFD at AMOB 
classes. Gap exists to use this Assessment as a gateway to 
provide resources for equipment; entice the person to 
have the assessment. 
 

 FCN/Faith Community Focus: 

 
o University Christian Church class on 8/27 

went well! About 12 attendees, 2 of which 
had taken AMOB classes before. Attendees 
were eager to look to extend AMOB 
classes to the congregation.   

o To set up a class within a congregation, 
email Darlene or Christina 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Prevention Awareness Day – Subcommittee Updates 
 
2017 theme, ’10 Years Standing Together to Prevent 
Falls.’  
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-
prevention-awareness-day/  

 
Activities by subcommittee the FWSCC Fall Prevention 
Task Force into a few components included: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-day/
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

1. Falls Prevention Awareness Day,  recognized 9/19 
Tues 9/19 FWSCC and Partners to seek 
Proclamation through Tarrant County 
Commissioners’ Court. Court begins at 
10AM. We plan to advertise for The Falls 
Prevention Fair on November 10th. 
This would be a great start for a series 
on Falls in the Star Telegram. Have 
hard copies to list of activities for the 
Commissioners in advance.  
 

2. FWSCC Falls Prevention Fair – November 10th 
Veteran’s Day observation? 
Timeframe:                        10AM to 1PM  
Location:                            Resource Connection Gym 
& Magnolia Room 
 
Thank you to Darlene for confirmation of the date. 
Plans to highlight various Fall Risk screenings: 
Hearing, Osteoporosis, Neuropathy, Glucose, 
Vision, STEADI risk assessment, Home safety 
overview/FAULTY room, BP and orthostatic BP, 
Medication reviews, highlight community 
programs such as AMOB, etc. Possible speaker 
 
Target Audience: older adults and caretakers, 
potential field trip for Sixty and Better centers (up 
to 100 participants).  They would need space for 
congregate meals. Brookdale is able to assist with 
hosting lunch.  

 

 
Falls Subcommittee to update. Invitation 
sent to the falls prevention and elder 
abuse task forces, advisory committee, 
commissioners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Falls Subcommittee to update. 

 NCTTRAC –Falls Coalition 
Next NCTTRAC Falls Coalition meeting is set for 9/28 at 
1:30 pm. It is located at 600 Six Flags Drive, Suite 160, 
Arlington, Texas 76011. 

 
This regional Coalition will be working beyond Fort 
Worth/Tarrant County. They want to collaborate with 
many entities.   
 

 
 
 

Upcoming 
Events  

September 19th, Fall Prevention Awareness 
Proclamation to Tarrant County Commissioner’s court. 
Court will begin at 10AM.  
 

All flyers/ links provided will be 
available with meeting mins. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

September 20th, 2nd Annual Geriatric Symposium:  
Mental Health and the Older Adult. Flyer provided. 
Registration online at: 
https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx  
 
September 21st, Tarrant Area Hoarding Taskforce 
Conference. Register for FREE through Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-
taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-
hoarding-tickets-35442438287  
   
September 22nd, Fall Prevention Awareness Day, ‘The 
Fall Prevention Incident’ at noon at Burnette Plaza. 
 
October 27th, Special Seniors Event at the Alliance Air 
Show. Noon in Alliance. Preregistration required for all.  
Seniors, individuals with disability and companions can 
call 817-927-1925 for registration. A light lunch 
provided free of charge. Volunteers are needed and 
may call the registration number or email Dave 
Laurenzo directly dave@synergydfw.com.  
 
November 10th, Falls Safety Fair at Resource 
Connection. Subcommittee will convene. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next meeting Meeting Schedule  
October 13, 2017 @ 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Marion Center Conference Rooms 

Corbin will send minutes and 
meeting notice. 

 

https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
mailto:dave@synergydfw.com
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, February 10, 2017 
 

Attendance 

Fort Worth Emergency Services Collaborative: 
Amanda Robbins, Suzy Gardner 
Meals on Wheels : Steven Cook 
Texas Silver Hair Legislature: Richard Garnett 
AAA (TCU Intern): Beth Erickson 
60 & Better (Formerly Senior Citizens Services): 
Christina Bartha 
Tarrant County Public Health: Darlene Rhodes Chester 
Congresswoman Kay Granger office: Nick Stanley 

UNT Health Science Center: Jennifer Severance, Brad 
Cannell 
Cigna: Terri Palomino 
Synergy DFW : Dave Laurenzo 
JPS: Annabel Luna 
Judge Whitley’s office: Kathryn Rotter 
Tarrant County District Attorney Office: Johnny Newbern 
Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth: Kim 
McFarland 
AARP: Wes Chrocheron 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 
1. Introductions Amanda welcomed task force and roundtable 

introductions were conducted.  
Informational 
 

2.   Review 
January mins 

Minutes provided via email 
 

Informational 

3. Status updates DETECT: tool is moving forward. It is now integrated in 

the MedStar charting and will run over the next year. The 

initial results are very promising. More to come. 

 

Legislature updates:  

Dr. Garnett: Focusing on banking exploitations and 

educate the population on reporting suspected abuse. 

 

A lot of interest is being generated in this area.  Dr. 
Garnett has spent time finding support data including 
one actual best practices report study on financial 
exploitation and good information. TX Silver Hair 
Legislature is requesting additional endorsements for  
HB 959 - Financial Elder Abuse and Exploitation 

Prevention Act. Silver Hair Legislature endorsed it. 

Proposed this task force endorse this bill. 

 

Working on HHSC training for aging caregivers & 

disabilities to recognize the issue and to develop a 

specific program.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Garnett will send the bill 
number, talking points & 
templated letter of support to the 
task force for approval. 
(sending out with minutes) 
 
AARP will request the home office 
to endorse and provide letter of 
support as well. 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

Amanda reviewed email requests and responses 

provided to Rep. Shawn Thierry’s office (Dr. Garnett has 

already engaged with her office) and Edrea Au from 

TCPH, Center for Health Equity. 

 

Data repository needs to be looking for grant 

opportunities. There is a $10k grant available with a 

March 24th deadline to support data repository. Brad is 

going to meet with UNTHSC to see the cost of a website.  

Another grant exists that is due to be released any day. 

One part exists that would provide a remedy to develop 

clinics for gaps in services.  Possibilities exist to provide 

staff for the Office of Victims of Crimes. Letter of support 

from office of Kay Granger is possible. The goal is 

provide website with resources for older adults.   

 

Tarrant Cares site is designed to provide links for 

organizations. For more information Dr. Garnett and 

Kathryn Rotter are directly involved. 

Wes Chrocheron will respond to 
Edreau Au’s email and cc: task 
force  
 
 
 
Brad Cannell will advise when to 
schedule a subcommittee meeting 
discuss numbers necessary. The 
data repository will provide exact 
resources; and how to contact 
these resources.  
 
 

4. Community 
Awareness 
Events/ Round 
Table 

Amanda advised the task force the Elder Fatality Review 
Team will continue under the Office of CDA. 
 
April TAGS luncheon for social workers. John & Brad are 
speaking. 30-50 attending. Flyer will be provided once 
available. 
 
Intolerable Care webcast from financial literacy Feb. 14     
NIA/ACL/CDC March 1st What’s new Dementia  

 
AARP Age Friendly is moving forward; more info to come 
  
Sr. Synergy May 4th sponsors & exhibitors signing up 
Looking for Diabetic support. Need vendors in this area.  
 
March 30th poverty simulation in HEB in one hour. 3 
CEUs available for social workers. No charge. 
 
Brad Cannell suggested a Disability Task Force. 
 
Alliance Air show is on Oct.  27th. More to come 

 
 
 
Terri will send flyer to distribute 
to the task force. 
 
 
Information will be sent to the 
task force for events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda will follow-up with Brad 
re: Disability Task Force. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

Upcoming 
meetings 

Meeting Schedule  
March 10, 2017 @ 9:30 a.m.  
Marion Center Conference Room B 

Suzy will send minutes and 
meeting notice. 
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, May 12, 2017 
 

Attendance 

MedStar: John Farris (Chair) 
Fort Worth Emergency Services Collaborative: 
Amanda Robbins, Suzy Gardner 
60 & Better:  Gerrit Spieker 
Judge Whitley’s office: Kathryn Rotter 
FWPD: Mike Kuzenka 
Texas Silver Hair Legislature: Richard Garnett 

JPS: Annabel Luna 
Texas Health Fort Worth: Kimberlin Moore 
UNTHSC: Brad Cannell, Jennifer Severance 
Tarrant County District Attorney Office: Dawn Ferguson 
Synergy DFW : Dave Laurenzo 
Guardianship Svcs: Patty Poma 
Meals on Wheels : Steven Cook 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 
1. Introductions John welcomed task force and roundtable introductions 

were conducted.  
Informational 
 

2.   Review April 
mins 

Minutes provided via email 
 

Informational 

3. Status updates DETECT: Brad advised the task force the tool is moving 

forward in one year data collection phase; anecdotally 

seeing an increase in reports. 

 

Legislature updates:  

Dr. Garnett informed the task force only 1% of the Bills 

passed with two weeks to go. He provided an oversight 

of the current deadlines. Letter of recommendation was 

sent unfortunately that Bill did not forward. Undue 

Influence Bill #3921 Parker designed to collect data on 

Elder Abuse partnership between facilities and APS 

might get approved.  

 

Data Repository: funding concern at this time. 

 

TC Adult Fatality Review Team: Dawn advised the task 

force Sharon Wilson has started an Elder Financial Fraud 

3 man team unit of prosecutors dedicated to Elder 

Abuse. No meetings set.  

 

AARP Age Friendly Update: 

The document is being updated including finalizing 

metrics to present to the WHO for approval end of June.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Suzy will scan reports Dr. Garnett 
provided to send with the minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dawn will research number of 
cases that have injuries to adults 
over 65 that could be considered 
elder abuse. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

One Page Template Review: 

ADRC has a ‘Need Help’ flyer that is produced annually. 

The task force discussed leveraging that pre-existing 

flyer and reviewing for additions and current resources. 

Also discussed that it can be used more widely.  

 

Community Awareness Events: 

June 15th World Elder Abuse Awareness Day  

WEADD (event pending). 

Offering of a ‘Scam Jam’ shredding for WEAAD was well 

received. AARP and several partners of the task force 

will be involved with the events. Finalizing location of 

event and City Council proclamation content today. 

 

Tarrant Cares site: 
Tarrant Cares website review – the Elder Abuse Prevention 

Task Force subcommittee reviewed the Elder Abuse 

Prevention portion on the Tarrant Cares site.  Recommended 

more local resources to be added vs. current San Diego 

information. Possibilities exist to track usage on the site. Judge 

Whitley’s office maintains the site.  Recommendations: 

 Consider adding definitions of elder abuse – this 

information exists in the APS manual. 

 Link manuals from the APS book. 

 List links for references 

 Place on the site request for edits. 

 Suggest focus on health services and APS. 

 
 
Jamie H. will send ‘Need Help’ 
flyer for next month.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tarrant Care Subcommittee to 
follow up with recommendations.  

4. Community 
Awareness 
Events/ Round 
Table 

May 17th MOW of TC will be providing a forum on how 
federal priorities may impact older adults.  
 
June 15th –World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
(WEAAD) event pending  
 
June 2nd - 7th Annual Southwest Conference on 
Hoarding:  
75$ registration and located in Dallas. 
www.mhadallas.org  
 
September 2017 - Tarrant County is planning Free 
Hoarding Conference. More to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mhadallas.org/
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PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

Oct.  27th - Alliance Air show is on More to come 
 
May 3, 2018 next Senior Synergy event 

 
 
 

Upcoming 
meetings 

Meeting Schedule  
June 9, 2017 @ 9:30 a.m.  
Marion Center Conference Room B 

Suzy will send minutes and 
meeting notice. 
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, June 9, 2017 
 

Attendance 

MedStar: John Farris (Chair) 
60 & Better:  Gerrit Spieker 
Judge Whitley’s office: Kathryn Rotter 
FWPD: Mike Kuzenka 
Texas Silver Hair Legislature: Richard Garnett 
AARP: Wes Crocheron 
ADRC: Beth Noah 

JPS: Annabel Luna 
Texas Health Fort Worth: Kimberlin Moore (FWESC liaison) 
Tarrant County District Attorney Office: Dale Smith, Lori 
Varnell 
Synergy DFW : Dave Laurenzo 
Guardianship Svcs, Inc: Patty Poma 
Meals on Wheels : Steven Cook 
 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 
1. Introductions John welcomed task force and roundtable introductions 

were conducted.  
Informational 
 

2.   Review May 
mins 

Minutes provided via email 
 

Informational 

3. Status updates DETECT: Brad was not present to give DETECT update. 

Per John F. – Department of Justice grant to simplify 

detecting elder abuse in the field. Pilot phase now and 

looking to complete in January 2018. Need a few more 

months for data review. Data elements are under review;   

IT department is working on it. Interesting to see calls 

that are now being reported through DETECT that were 

not previously. 

 

Legislature updates:  

Annabel thanked Dr. Garnett for sending the House Bills 

and Senate Bills listing ahead of time for the task force to 

review prior to the meeting. Dr. G discussed that 6700 

bills were filed this year and 1300 went to the governor. 

None have been vetoed so far to date. The freedom 

caucus blacked out several hundred bills. 1211 bills were 

signed by governor which is 19%.  

 

Bills can be tracked on my legislation. A question was 

posed on how do you find when the bills were submitted 

to governor? There is a way to look, and you have to go 

to HB section on the website. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suzy will scan handout that Dr. 
Garnett provided to send with the 
minutes. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

HB2639 focuses on the alert system for patients with 

Alzheimer’s. Alzheimer’s group, senior groups, and 

disability groups all fight on who can get on the 

announcement board.  

Senior source in Dallas made a presentation on financial 

abuse of seniors. They had 5 bills that all dealt with 

exploitation, but HB3921 was the only one that made it 

through. 

Dr. G passed around a statistical page that has the 85th 

Legislative session on how many bills were introduced, 

passed, and vetoed.  Silver Hair legislature is still looking 

at senior issue bills that did not make it. They will also 

host a public forum to have the general community to 

talk about senior issues. Will put it all together and 

determine manageable issues that will be taken to the 

legislature. It can be costly to be in the haired legislature 

because it takes time, energy, and money.  

 

HB3019 – Lori V. and John F. spoke in regards to 

prosecution of elder abuse. There is verbiage allowing 

prosecutors to take to the next level.  It passed and was 

signed by the governor. The HB focused on nursing 

homes and certified facilities that exploit seniors in those 

facilities.  It now includes boarding home facilities.  You 

can be named as owner, operator, or employee of the 

facilities. This is a great start.  

 

Data Repository:  Bill on repositories-SB497. It passed 

and got signed. We have experts but need location and 

funding.  Looking into community agencies to help. 

 

TC Adult Fatality Review Team:  There have been 

intimate partner violence meetings x2 this year.  

 

AARP Age Friendly Update:  The next step –plan will be 

to submit to WHO. Indicates Fort Worth has met criteria 

to be formally designated as an age friendly city. 

Transportation will be affected by this. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard G. will send out info on 
SB 497 for data repositories 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

One Page Template Review: 

ADRC has a ‘Need Help’ flyer that is produced annually 

which was brought to the task force to review. It was 

discussed that the ADRC has a toll free number with 

prompts. You must listen to select appropriate prompts. 

Our ADRC has local numbers that is being worked on. 

ADRC will send around the one that was just approved 

that has numbers on it for those who need help with 

basic needs.  JF said that he refers people to the 2-1-1. 

Tarrant Cares is a great website that is working to add 

local resources. 

 

Community Awareness Events: 

June 14th World Elder Abuse Awareness Day  

(WEADD) event:  Everyone is urged to attend and 

support WEAAD at the East Regional Library.  Scheduled 

from 11a – 1p. Informal event, some media may be there 

but not confirmed. This year it is about awareness of 

fraud and kicking it out of this county.  

 

Tarrant Cares site:  JF states there are no updates at this 

time. 

 

Elder Abuse Task Force Goals: Ideas are listed on the 

bottom of the agenda. Let us know if you have any 

suggestions coming. 

 

Beth to provide new ADRC resource 
guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Community 
Awareness 
Events/ Round 
Table 

KR: SSE update – 2500+ attendees over 170 exhibitors, 
very successful event! Will keep the same layout for next 
year. Team will resume in August to begin planning 2018 
event.  Last year over 2400 attended. We kept a lot of 
people there with momentum from various workshops.  
People stayed for most of the day within the exhibit hall. 
Exhibitors were staying past lunch time which was a 
satisfier. Acknowledged committee members KM, AL, AR 
who helped make it a success. 
 
Dale Smith, Chief of special victims unit spoke on 
domestic violence issues where victims often need help 
from the perpetrator and they don’t always want to 
press charges. 
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ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

Gerrit S. spoke on *61 feature…phone company will put a 
number on block, only works with landline not cell 
phones.  
 
Volunteer training is coming up for a money 
management program. It will be held on June 17th 9a -1p 
at Guardianship Services with lunch provided. Anyone 
who wants to be a volunteer for this program is 
encouraged to attend. 
 
JF: Mayor Price is pleased with our task force work and 
thanks us for all of our hard work. 
 
JF: Reported that resources provided in this task force 
helped a patient save over 6 figures. It was nice to see 
that we helped to provide the resources that allowed 
them to do that. 
 
Meeting was adjourned @ 1032. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
meetings 

Meeting Schedule  
July 14, 2017 @ 9:30 a.m.  
Marion Center Conference Room B 

Suzy will send minutes and 
meeting notice. 
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Meeting Notes  

Friday, August 11, 2017 
 

Attendance 

MedStar: Chris Cunningham  
FWESC: Amanda Robbins, Corbin Santana 
60 & Better:  Gerrit Spieker, Christina Bartha 
Judge Whitley’s office: Kathryn Rotter 
Texas Silver Hair Legislature: Richard Garnett 
AARP: Wes Crocheron, Melodia Gutierrez 
ADRC: Beth Noah 
AAA/UWTC: Don Smith 

JPS: Annabel Luna 
TC Criminal District Attorney Office: Dawn Ferguson 
Guardianship Svcs, Inc: Lyn Scott, Elvira Munoz 
UNTHSC: Jennifer Severance 
Cigna: Terri Palomino 
APS: Regina Burks, Adrianna Jackson 
Credentials4U: Andrew Szabo 

 
  

DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
ACTION ITEMS/ 

PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 
1. Introductions Amanda welcomed task force and roundtable 

introductions were conducted.  
Informational 
 

2.   Review July 
mins 

Minutes provided via email 
 

Informational 

3. Status updates DETECT: Pilot phase through January 2018. Still 

collecting data through MedStar. 

 

Legislature updates:  

Per Dr. Garnett, New committee chairs appointed. 
Financial needs are priority as they start to look at bills 
for the next legislative sessions.  
 

AARP Age Friendly Update:  Melodia reports that the 

plan has been reviewed and accepted by the city. It is 

currently under review in DC. Hope to have approved 

and Age Friendly awarded by the WHO before 

November. Dallas is the host city this November an 

annual livability conference. It would be ideal to 

announce at this venue. Plans are for a ‘pop-up’ 

demonstration on livability in Fort Worth created for 

stationing by Nov. 1st. 

 

Annabel reported that Domain 8 of the plan includes two 
functions where FWSCC Elder Abuse Task Force are 
partners: 

1) Strengthen education of elder abuse through Law 
Enforcement. 

Informational 
 
 
 
 
Informational 
 
 
 
 
Informational 
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE 

2) Provide education to customer service operators 
with elder abuse training. 

 
Plan is still waiting final approval. It is recognized 
that there is already movement with some of those 
points via FWSCC partners such as APS and through 
the TC Criminal District Attorney’s EFF Unit and the 
new FEPC.  
 

Financial Exploitation Prevention Center of Tarrant 

County (FEPC): 

Guardianship Service, Inc., will continue to provide their 

current services. The new FEPC will be housed within 

their entity in partnership with the CDA of Tarrant 

County’s Elder Financial Fraud (EFF) unit. End of 

September is the anticipated roll out date for FEPC. 

FWSCC is officially partnered with the FEPC.  

Leadership FW have chosen the FEPC as a project 
whereas 8 participants performing 300 consulting hours.  
 
 

Financial Fraud unit was recently been addressed in the 

local media: 

http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-

District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-

439546373.html  

 

Discussion re: persons living alone in the community 

with dementia are vulnerable. Potential may exist to 

speak with the Mayor’s Committee on Persons with 

Disabilities. Segway for Fort Worth to seek Dementia 

Friendly in the future is possible. 

Training similar to what will be provided to Law 

Enforcement (LE) will be provided on August 29th.  

LE training is set for September 20th and 21st. 

 

One Page Template Review – (ADRC): 

ADRC’s ‘Need Help’ flyer was recently revamped into a 

new flyer for ‘Frequently Accessed Resources.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Informational 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL Please contact Lyn if you are 
interested and have not received 
email re: training. 
 
 
 
 
 
Melodia and Beth to discuss 
further possible partnership.  
 
 
 

http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html


mailto:Jennifer.Severance@unthsc.edu


https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287


mailto:lscott@guardianshipservices.org
http://www.guardianshipservices.org/


https://www4.texashealth.org/form/thru.aspx


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tarrant-area-hoarding-taskforce-presents-hope-for-those-affected-by-hoarding-tickets-35442438287
mailto:dave@synergydfw.com
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DISCUSSION – SUGGESTIONS/SOLUTIONS 

ACTION ITEMS/ 
PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

Next Steps  THREE key messages need to be chosen for 
campaign impact 

 Trauma data availability needed 
 

 

Partner Update Expanding the width of the task force to include members 
from biking organizations, walking and running groups will 
increase public buy in to the program. Noah suggested 
participating in Rolling Town Halls to provide education on 
road safety. 
 

Task Force members are encouraged to 
identify partners who should be 
included in the project and 
communicate them by the next meeting 
on April 28th   
 

Next meeting April 28, 2017 @ 8:30 a.m.                                                      
Marion Center Conference Room B 
 

 

 



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/turning-the-tide-on-the-opioid-epidemic-tickets-37037352719
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/turning-the-tide-on-the-opioid-epidemic-tickets-37037352719


http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tarrant-County-District-Attorney-Seeks-Justice-for-Older-Victims-439546373.html
https://www.cookchildrens.org/health-resources/safety/Pages/Medication-Safety.aspx/NROiZ/VfmRZ/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/turning-the-tide-on-the-opioid-epidemic-tickets-37037352719
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/turning-the-tide-on-the-opioid-epidemic-tickets-37037352719

























































































